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This is not science fiction. According to projections by climatologists and environmental scientist,

this will be our future if today's industrial and technological practices continue unchecked. The

evidence is clear: greenhouse effect, a hole in the ozone layer, acid rain, devastating droughts,

catastrophic floods, an increase in cancers. HUMANITY IS HEADING FOR A GLOBAL DISASTER

OF ITS OWN MAKING.
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The first edition was published in 1980, and this revised 1989 edition didn't change much from the

original. In 2011, I can safely say parts were prophetic and parts were wrong. The book calls itself

an 'environmentalist classic' and warnings are couched in a 'I-know-best' type of position which

uses fear (as opposed to facts) to make points. Because of when it was written, this book

completely missed the influence of the Internet.This is what the book predicted: "Greenhouse effect,

holes in the ozone layer, acid rain, devastating droughts, catastrophic floods, and an increase in

cancer." Mostly correct. Scientists still argue about what constitutes a 'full greenhouse effect' but

even industry sellouts can't ignore the melting of the arctic icecap in 2011. Our weather has been

pretty bad, as more energy seeps into our atmosphere, it will get worse. The predicted increase in

cancer is hard to quantify and not apparent... we have a higher population, so of course more

people get cancer...The disaster 'end of everything' tone taken by the book exaggerated the

impacts of what continues to go wrong. The 'Last Great Energy Wasteland' and predictions about



clothing are not yet correct, and I doubt they will be. While not in the proactive way espoused by

Rifkin, the world is gradually adopting more solar and wind powered energy generating plants, so I

do not believe the lack of energy will be the downfall of civilization. (Indeed, I've seen a theory that if

a 'free' source of energy were invented or discovered, the world would still need to worry about

climate change from waste heat.)Overall, the environmental positions were prescient, but the

speculated politics and science are way off the mark.
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